
 

A History of the Caddo Parish Confederate Monument by Jackie Nichols, Oct 25, 2017 

1. According to Louisiana Historian Eric Brock:  “This monument is a “cenotaph” meaning it 
is “a sepulchral monument erected in memory of a deceased person whose body is buried 
elsewhere” In this case the monument’s purpose was to recognize and maintain in the public 
memory all of the Caddo Parish Confederate dead, wherever their bodies lay. This is a 
surrogate tombstone for American Dead”.  Confederate soldiers became recognized by the 
US Congress as “veterans of the United States” by law in 1958. 	

2. Recorded in the Minutes of the Police Jury meeting from June 18th, 1903, Shreveport 
CHAPTER of the United Daughters of the Confederacy WAS GIVEN  by UNANIMOUS 
VOTE the front plat of court house square the site for the monument, plus a $1,000 
DONATION the monument’s construction. 

3. The monument association mentioned in the police jury’s 1903 minutes refers to an earlier 
group composed of the Leroy Stafford Camp of the United Confederate Veterans, what 
today’s group (Sons of Confederate Veterans) became following the death of the veterans, 
and as this monument association’s officers—charter members of the 1898 Shreveport 
Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy, the organized auxiliary of the camp. 
These members were: President Mrs. Victor Grosjean, Secretary Mrs. M.H. Williams, and 
Treasurer Mrs. J. F. Utz.  In 1891 funds began to be collected for construction of a 
monument to their lost men. It took 11 years to gather $9,000. The last $1,000 came from 
the police jury. 

4. At the monument’s 1906 dedication, one of the speakers, Mr. Randolph, summed up the 
feelings of the people first viewing the unveiled monument: ““The men who went forth to battle 
under this banner (meaning the flag on the carved shaft) were not actuated by hate, by desire for 
conquest, or to maintain the institution of slavery, but battled for what they believed to be a great 
fundamental doctrine, a foundation principle in a government founded upon the consent of the 
governed”. 

5. Referencing the Photo from Confederate Veteran Magazine, 1906, volume 14, page 350 
taken at the May 1st 1906 dedication: the Chapter’s private land is at least a 30 Foot 
diameter circle.  Notice that the sculpture is contained WITHIN an ornate fence.  

6. According to the law of “Adverse Possession” or Acquisitive Prescription as it is called in 
Louisiana Law, or more commonly known as the squatters’ Law,  when a piece of land 
has been fenced, called by a certain owner as his/hers, and has been so for 10 or more 
years, then the ground belongs to THAT entity by “Acquisitive Prescription.”  If another party 
does not interrupt the ownership by law suit or notice to the party, then the land 
automatically is owned by the party that fenced it and called it their own.  

7. The Caddo Parish Confederate Monument on the List of the National Register of Historic 
Places since 1982 and reinforced for individual recognition in 2014.  It is a significant piece 
of art by one of the nation’s leading early 20th century sculptors.  It met high standards to be 
on the FEDERAL government’s list of historic properties worthy of preservation.   

8. It is an example of Art as History, a significant reminder of the Civil War Commemorative 
Sculpture Movement 40 years after the war.  

 
9. It was built NOT ONLY to honor ALL of the parish’s Confederate war dead, but also as a 

statement of the ROLE THOSE Women from the first decade of the 20th century  played in 
preserving Caddo Parish History. It was designed by WOMEN and 90% funded by private 
donations.  One should ALSO SEE IT as the start of the Women’s Rights movement in 
northwest Louisiana.   This monument could be seen as CELEBRATING the END of 
enslavement in America and the BEGINNING of freedom for the enslaved people, and for 
Women as well. 

 
10. For those early Daughters of the Confederacy erecting this monument was a way to cope 

with the death of their men, and a permanent way to ENCOURAGE future generations to 
study that period in history. 


